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Thank you! I’m so glad 
that’s how you felt! 
We'll keep it a secret 
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THINK 
I NEED 
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MORE 
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IF MATS 
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YOU CAN JUST 
DO OUT OF 
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The no-holds-barred interview you’ve been waiting for! Mr. Uchida, the editor- 
in-charge of To Love Ru joins its authors to go over all things TL.R—from the 
authors’ first meeting to the secrets behind the final chapter! 


UCHIDA: First off, why don’t we go over how you two met? 

YABUKI: How we met? [YABUKI laughs] 

HASEMI: The fateful first meeting. [HASEMI laughs] 

UCHIDA: You two first met at the script reading for the Black Cat (BC) anime, correct? 


YABUKI: When the staff for the BC anime was coming together, | joined in for the first 
preliminary meetings, and | believe that’s when we crossed paths... 


HASEMI: Yeah, that’s when it was. Oh, right, you didn’t know us back then, did you? 
UCHIDA: | hadn’t been hired at Jump yet. 


HASEMI: That’s right. But, Yabuki-san, you were always there so early. [HASEMI 
laughs] I’d come in before anyone else, but I’d constantly walk in to find you sitting 
alone, reading through the script. 


YABUKI: After that, we were meeting with each other every week. Later, there was 
a get-together before the series started airing, and | think that’s when we first got a 
chance to talk one-on-one. 


HASEMI: Yes, that’s when it was. | had always wanted to try working on an original 
manga, and you told me to reach out if | had any questions. It was really just normal 
business talk. [both laugh] 


UCHIDA: And then, that “business talk” ended up becoming a reality. 


YABUKI: At the time, | wasn’t immediately thinking about doing something together, 
but | had it in the back of my mind. And then, when it came time to come up with my 
new manga to follow up BC, | hit a bit of a brick wall. As an aside, this was when 

| came up with Futagami 3x Double (Published in the double issue 3/4 of Weekly 
Shonen Jump, 2010). So, the editing department started suggesting | take things in a 
different direction, so | decided to try asking Hasemi-san for his ideas on the topic. 


HASEMI: After he invited me to work together, my first idea was to make an all-out 
shounen battle manga, but | couldn’t come up with a real hook to draw readers in. 
That’s when | remembered Yabuki-san had mentioned wanting to do a rom-com style 


manga, and once we started talking over it, we ended up coming with ideas for the 
manga rather easily. [HASEMI laughs] 


YABUKI: We had been stumped for so long, but as soon as we started talking about a 
rom-com, we just dove right into it, didn’t we?. [YABUKI laughs] 


HASEMI: That’s right. The fact that we were coming up with material left and right 
made me believe we could pull it off. Also, at that time, there weren't any limits on rom- 
com manga in Jump, either. 


UCHIDA: And then, your serialization began. 


On the beginning of serialization... 


YABUKI: First off, as soon as we decided on doing a romantic comedy, | worked on 
some initial character designs myself. | think | started with Rito and Lala? It began 
with me bringing Hasemi these drawings, and looking over them together while 
talking about what sort of story would work with the characters. | had just given Lala 
a devil’s tail on a whim, but at that time, we hadn’t even given any thoughts about her 
background—whether she was going to be a devil, or an alien—nothing like that. Our 
emphasis was on the visuals. 


UCHIDA: At first, seeing Yabuki-san drawing such lewd scenes was quite the shock... 


YABUKI: | mean, at the time, | never would have imagined those kinds of scenes 
would turn into the main focus of the manga. [YABUKI laughs] 


HASEMI: At the start, we did talk about adding a bit of sexiness to the manga, though. 


YABUKI: We had said we wanted the characters to be introduced with 
a full-page spread of them completely buck-naked, right? 


UCHIDA: It was an eye-catching way to start the manga, wasn’t it? A 
scheme to catch the readers’ attention. 


YABUKI: Yes, absolutely. Then, there was even a question on 

the reader survey about wanting even more eroticism in the story. 
That question got the strongest response out of them all. It was 
overwhelming! Since we had fun creating those sorts of scenes 
anyway, we were totally onboard, and shifted our focus towards the 
titillating scenes in the manga. 


HASEMI: At the start, | had no idea that our manga would end up 
being this sexual... 





YABUKI: Definitely, and as the series went along, it became more and more about 
testing Jump’s limits to what they’d allow us to draw. 


UCHIDA: | see, so you both looked to sort of up the ante as you went along then. 
YABUKI: Also, there was some things that were changed from the storyboard we 
presented at the serialization meeting. Things like Haruna not having any feelings for 
Rito in the beginning. 


HASEMI: Oh, that’s right. Things got changed slightly to emphasize the love triangle 


relationship a bit more. At the time, | wasn’t used to writing for a weekly manga series, 
and my mind couldn't fit the ideas into a 19-page-per-chapter structure. Up until then, | 
had only worked on scripts for video games and anime series. | could consider things 
in terms of minutes, like | always had, but | still wasn’t able to consider the story in 
terms of pages. When we first started, our editor at the time, Nakamura-san, would 
often come to us and say the so-and-so details | had added in weren’t going to fit in 
the final chapter. | really had to adjust to that structure. 


UCHIDA: Manga chapters is Jump are always 19-pages-per-chapter, after all. Is 
19-pages too long? Too short? 


YABUKI: It’s short, I’d say. Especially when you start thinking about how to fit a self- 
contained episode in a 19-page chapter. 


HASEMI: Very short. [HASEMI laughs] The biggest learning point for me was when 
Yabuki-san asked me not to change scenes so much. In an anime, you use scene 
changes to pause the action for a moment, or show the passage to time. It’s a heavily 
used technique. But, in manga, things can become very difficult if you don’t make sure 
the story can progress without changing the character’s location too much. At our first 
meetings, we’d decide on things like, “well, in the case, where should we have this 
happen?” or “maybe it’d be better if we had this happen at school?” 


YABUKI: That’s right. The more scene changes there are, the more we need to add 

in expository panels, and we can’t fit all of that within the 19 pages. If we were a more 
serious, plot-focused manga, we’d be able to use a bunch of big panels, but we always 
wrote To Love Ru (TLR) to be episodic. 


HASEMI: Yeah, the basic approach we took was to have each chapter contain a self- 
contained plot and tried our best to make sure all the action took place in the same 
setting. 


YABUKI: | think our longest story arc maxed out at around 6 chapters, right? 


HASEMI: That’s right, Trouble Quest was 6 chapters, wasn’t it? Our standard was to 
keep even the longer stories to about 4 chapters. 


UCHIDA: [Planet] Mistwa was 5 chapters. 


HASEMI: Speaking of Mistwa; we had a hard time getting Celine to turn into a human, 
didn’t we? 


UCHIDA: We did talk about turning her into a beautiful girl 
before that arc. Still though, | never thought you’d turn her into 
such a /ittle girl. [UCHIDA laughs] 


YABUKI: Well, part of it was that she didn’t have place in the 
story to begin with since she was a new character, and she 
was basically reborn then and there. Also, if she was little, 
then there’d be opportunities to show her growing up. 


UCHIDA: | had some revisions for you relating to Celine, 
didn’t |? 


YABUKI: Around then was when Ucchi here really came into 
his editing skills, and started giving us revisions without any 
reservations at all. [YABUKI laughs] 





UCHIDA: The trial-by-fire had finally shown some results. 
YABUKI: [Laughs] 


On serialization... 


UCHIDA: The running theme for my meetings with you two was thinking up ways to 
create the erotic situations that appeared in the manga. 


HASEMII: It definitely got a lot more difficult to come up with them, heading into our 
second year. Having Rito fall down and accidently touch someone had been worn out, 
for example. That’s why when we did still have those scenes, Yabuki-san would try 
changing the angle in the scene, or make the girl character the person falling down, 
instead of Rito. It was those sort of subtle changes really... 


YABUKI: That’s right, even during our initial outlines, everything would be written out 
the same way. It gave me a lot of trouble when it came time to draw. | still agonize 
about drawing shower scenes, even in Mayoi Neko Overrun! (serialized in Jump 
Square, starting in the Feb. Issue of 2010). We’ve used up every available angle in 
TLR, so no matter what | did, it ended up feeling like | was drawing the same things 
over and over again. 


UCHIDA: The ways Rito would touch the girls got pretty intense in the 
later chapters, didn’t it? I'd read and think to myself, “now how in the 
world did his fingers end up in there?” [Everyone laughs] 


YABUKI: Well by the time we got halfway through the serialization, 
just touching the girls wasn’t enough to satisfy our readers. 


UCHIDA: Every week was a battle with the editing department, really. 


YABUKI: They’d push so hard, but there’d still be times when things 
would end up getting cut before it was time to publish. 


Indeed, totally dropped from the chapter. Actually, the first chapter 
in this final volume has two extra pages added in. Though, I'll have 
to keep the reason behind the extra two pages a secret. [UCHIDA 
laughs] 





Your favorite stories... 
UCHIDA: Do you two have a favorite story arc? 


YABUKI: Hmmm... I’d say most of my favorite chapters involve Mikan. Besides her, 
l’'d say Yui maybe? 


HASEMI: This isn’t so much about whether they were interesting or not, but | think 
many of my favorite chapters are Yui chapters because of how polished they were. 

| really liked the Valentine’s Day chapter (appears in Vol. 16), and | think she really 
shows her feminine side in that one. You know, how she’s all fidgety and nervous 
about what she’s going to do for Valentine’s Day, works up the courage to try making 
some chocolate, and then becomes self-conscious about giving it to Rito. Gets help 
from her brother, and everything. The chapters that, if anything, have a more shojo 
manga vibe to them. What about you, Yabuki-san? What’s your favorite? 


YABUKI: My absolute favorite? It’s really hard to choose... 


HASEMI: Nothing really comes to mind, does it? There’s so many that you look back 
on fondly, but you can’t simply point to one declare it your favorite. 


YABUKI: See, for the most part, | put my heart and soul into every single chapter. 
I’d say my favorite chapters are the ones where | felt | did a good job on the erotic 
scenes. Hmmm, what’s a good example... 


UCHIDA: I'd say my personal favorite chapter is probably the one 
that featured those glasses that could see through everyone’s 
clothes (appears in Vol. 13). 


YABUKI: Ah, that one might be the best chapter to point to as an 
example of what TL is all about. 


UCHIDA: That was a very good chapter. That was the one we 
published in Jump’s 40th anniversary issue. 


HASEMI: The one | found really amusing after | wrote it was the 
chapter about Yui’s panties (appears in Vol. 16). That was one hell 
of a meeting we had for that one. We spent the whole time talking 
about panties. [Everyone laughs] We only decided on making sure 
there were scenes where you could almost see her panty-less 
nether regions, and didn’t talk about anything regarding 

the chapter’s overall story. Still, we managed to come up with something out if it. That 
one was pretty funny. 





It’s amazing that that’s all you needed to come up with something. The only thing you 
had to go on was Yui being flustered about losing her panties, after all. Incredible, 
really. 


YABUKI: The other ones | liked were when Yui or Mikan caught a cold. I’d think I’d say 
| liked those chapters? Adding in those kinds of stories every now and again brings a 
bit of a different atmosphere to the manga, so it’s fun from the authors’ side of things, 
too. Most of the rest of the time it’s non-stop perversion, after all. 


HASEMI: No matter how much | try, | can’t choose an absolute favorite, though 
there is a bunch that | really like. In all meanings of the word, | have an emotional 
attachment to each and every chapter we’ve made. 


YABUKI: That’s a good point. I’m extremely particular when it comes both to the 
scenes and setting of a manga, as well as the actual art involved, so it’s hard to pick a 
number 1. 


HASEMI: As far as scenes go, the one that really made me think, “man, Yabuki-san’s 
insane,” came in the dolphin chapter (appears in Vol. 3). [The other two acknowledge 
HASEMI and they all laugh.] The dolphin goes out of control and sticks itself in 
between Lala’s breasts. That wasn’t in the script | wrote. [HASEMI laughs] 


YABUKI: That’s right. That scene came about from me expanding on the storyboard a 
little bit. 


HASEMI: Reading that chapter really made me think that Yabuki-san was on top of his 
game. So in that sense, I’d say that chapter left a bit of an impression on me. 


YABUKI: In the latter half, things really just escalated and got wilder and wilder. 


HASEMI: That and, everyone’s boobs just kept looking softer and softer with every 
chapter. [everyone laughs] 


YABUKI: | never stopped studying how to draw breasts. 


UCHIDA: It’s honestly incredible. The way Rito’s fingers would just sink into the 
characters’ breasts would make you wonder just how it was even possible for 
something to be so soft. We’re using that style of drawing breasts as a reference for 
our newer authors, you know. 


HASEMI: But, honestly, this series is very hard to write. Paradoxically, it can be easier 
on the author to make the actual story and plot of a series more complicated—there’s 

a sense of world-building that’s involved. You know, like having the So-and-So people 

from the world of So-and-So, use their energy, or whatever. But, there’s none of that in 
TLR. We rely entirely on using visuals and emotions to get everything across. 


UCHIDA: It means you can’t ever try to pull the wool over the readers’ eyes. 
YABUKI: Because of that fact, we were really careful about making sure TLR was 
easy to read, and | myself made sure to limit each page to 6 panels, max. We also 
deliberately made an effort not to use any distorted panel structures. 


On To Love Ru’s cast of characters... 


YABUKI: In the latter half, we really treated all the girls like the main heroines of the 
story. Even Mikan was treated as a main heroine. 


HASEMI: Mikan’s the housewife character, after all. She’s pretty much Rito’s de-facto 
wife. 


UCHIDA: You always had her licking ice cream. 


YABUKI: We just thought that there wasn’t many overly sexy and 
erotic little sister characters in rom-com manga, so... 


UCHIDA: She’s just as sexy as the others, isn’t she? Though, 
Momo’s the same, really. Hasemi-san, you really like the twins, didn’t 
you? 


| wanted to have Yami be a pair of twins. Like a light twin and a dark 
twin. 


YABUKI: So, we decided to use that idea sometime further down the 
line. 





HASEMI: | really wanted to introduce a pair of twins. For Nana and Momo, we first 
thought about having them combine together to turn into like, a sexy older woman-type 
of character. 


YABUKI: That idea came up right when we started thinking about what unique abilities 
we were going to give the twins. 


HASEMI: We really spent a long time thinking over their personalities. While not totally 
original, we settled on having one love animals, and the other love plants. 


YABUKI: Well, we also had a pretty hard time making sure their personalities wouldn't 
overlap with the other characters, too. 


HASEMI: The newer the character, the more we had to work to clearly map out and 
establish the character’s personality. That’s why the latter half of the manga featured a 
lot more quirky and unique characters. 


YABUKI: It was amazing how much Nana and Momo stood out in the latter half of 
the seies. Those two had really great development. Their characters sort of gradually 
changed throughout the series, similar to Yui, actually. 


UCHIDA: Oshizu was even able to get a body of her own. 


YABUKI: With Oshizu, we were apprehensive about giving her a 
body, because we were worried that she’d lose her unique charm. 


HASEMI: Oshizu was originally just a side character for the 
haunted school building chapter, after all. 


UCHIDA: She was just there to put the other cast into suggestive 
situations. [UCHIDA laughs] 


YABUKI: [Laughs] Her character quirks certainly came in handy. 
For one, since she was a ghost, we could have her separate her 
soul from her body. 





UCHIDA: Just from our conversation now, you’d be able to create a version of the 
story completely devoid of Lala and Haruna, couldn’t you? 


YABUKI: Indeed. | get the feeling that you’d be able to write a whole chapter about 
any of the characters without too much difficultly. 


HASEMI: At the end of it all, Mio’s about the only one who we couldn’t write a whole 
chapter for. [HASEMI laughs] 


YABUKI: Ah, you’re probably right. Though if we continued the manga just a bit longer, 
| bet we’d get there for her, too. 


UCHIDA: | feel like she slowly got more depth to her character. Like how she enjoys 
cosplay. 


YABUKI: But, when it was time for Risa’s chapter, we were really taking quite the risk. 


HASEMI: That’s right, we thought that up almost right 
after our meeting confirming our serialization. 


YABUKI: Yeah, that’s when it was—that’s about the 
only time you can take a risk like that. YYABUKI laughs] 
Everyone’s individual personality really stands out when 
they’re given a starring role in a chapter. 


HASEMI: It wasn’t until the second year that we 

really started to have chapters dedicated to a specific 
character. Though, it would’ve have been nice if we 
had done a better job at establishing Saki’s place in the 
story... 





UCHIDA: When we talked about whether or not to have 
the characters to move up a year in school, the fact Saki 
would graduate came up, didn’t it? 


HASEMI: In our third year of serialization, it really felt like 
we'd have to have all the main cast become third-year 
students. We thought up the pros and cons to having them 
move up a grade like normal or stay where they were, and 
ended up settling on having everything stay the same. 





year meant Saki would be gone. [YABUKI laughs] 


UCHIDA: You did think about having her repeat her final year, or having her fail her 
college entrance exams. 


HASEMI: Even if Rito and the other second-year students in the story became 
third-years, that'd probably mean that there’d be new characters to pop up from the 
incoming first year students. [HASEMI laughs] 

UCHIDA: Also, if they moved up a year, then Mikan would, too... 

YABUKI: That’s right, she’d attend a new school... 

UCHIDA: And she’d have to start wearing a school uniform, too... 

YABUKI: At that stage of things, that wasn’t an option. 

HASEMI: There it is! Yabuki-san’s main reason for scrapping the whole idea! 
YABUKI: That's right. [YABUKI laughs] 

HASEMI: He said “We can’t have Mikan grow up!” 

YABUKI: Right—that was our conclusion at the time. 

UCHIDA: To have Mikan stay younger? 

YABUKI: | guess you could say it was about her character attributes , but having her 
appearance change, and her clothes switch to a school uniform—it’ll all make it seem 
like she was growing up. We felt that TLR hadn’t gotten to that stage of the story yet. 
Though, if we had kept on going, who knows what would’ve happened. 

HASEMI: | really wish we could’ve done more stuff with Yami. 

YABUKI: Good point, a lot of the material we thought up ended up not getting used. 
Like having Celine transform into a beautiful girl. (A sketch of her is included in this 
very volume!) 

HASEMI: Or about having [Celine] transform on the night of a full 
moon. Then, didn’t we talk about having it go in a sort of fairy-tale like 


direction where the man she meets that night she falls in love with? 


YABUKI: That’s right, the image we had for her was part Princess 
Kaguya, and part this princess of some alien race of plant people. 





HASEMI: Before we realized it, we had come up with the name Celine for her. 


YABUKI: | think | was the one that came up with her name? As a punch line, Celine 
came to live in Rito’s backyard, but TLR isn’t a comedy manga where everything gets 
reset back to normal at the end of a chapter. Somewhere along the line, she settled 
into the story, and even grew as a character. Characters can grow and develop in 
some surprising ways. | didn’t really expect Celine to turn into a young girl. | didn’t 
think Yui would end up being such a serious love interest character, either. YABUKI 
laughs] 


HASEMI: Yui really had the most growth as a character, didn’t she? From her first 
appearance up to where she really started to have feelings for Rito. 


UCHIDA: Speaking of characters really changing, I'd say Yami would be another one. 
She really changed a lot, didn’t she? 


YABUKI: Yes, she mellowed out. 


HASEMI: | thought that Yami’s character development was on- 
target with our initial estimations for her, honestly. 


Yui was the character who was supposed to show off the 

most growth in the story. The other characters in TLR weren't 
supposed to deviate too much—or, rather—their character 
designs were already complete, to a certain extent. So, | thought 
that it'd be nice to have a least one character among them that 
under goes some change, and we pushed that specific character 
attribute onto Yui. The other characters wouldn't really bring up 
the perverted stuff Rito had done to them in previous chapters, 
but Yui alone would make sure to bring it up. 




















HASEMI: She’d really care when Rito would see her boobs, and other stuff like that. 
Right, right, that’s what | mean. Momo and Nana are a bit similar to her in that regard, 
too. It felt like based on what Rito had done to them over the story, their personally 
slowly changed little by little and fleshed out their characters. 


UCHIDA: Also, | think you’d put Nana in that more growth-oriented group of 
characters, too. 


YABUKI: True. | didn’t think she’d end up being the type of character to be so harsh on 
Rito when he did things to Momo. Thinking about it more, there’s Motemitsu, too! You 
loved him, Hasemi-san. 


HASEMI: Motemitsu would always disappear from the chapter whenever | looked at 
the storyboard. [HASEMI gives a pained look.] 


YABUKI: There were a lot of times when Hasemi-san would have Motemitsu show up 
in a chapter outline, but to get the page count right, I’d always have to cut him out of 
the chapter. 


It’s really too bad what happened with him... (We’ve omitted the rest of Hasemi-san’s 
response here, as he becomes lost in thoughts about his favorite side character.) 


UCHIDA: | also didn’t think that Magical Girl Kyoko would become an actual character 
in the story, either. 


YABUKI: Right? With our serialization going on for so long, we really started to feel 
like we could get away with doing anything we wanted. 


After Trouble Quest, with Run becoming a celebrity... 
...the idea came up about having Kyoko show up in the story, too. 
HASEMI: Really? So Trouble Quest was what sparked the idea? 


UCHIDA: That’s right, the Riko chapter was also quite amazing, wasn’t it? (Appears in 
Vol. 12.) 


YABUKI: Oh, Riko? | never expected the Riko chapter to get such a response from the 
readers. [ YABUKI laughs] | was shocked at how positive the reader surveys were for 
that chapter. 


UCHIDA: Let’s see, TLR was ranked sixth around that time, right? 
HASEMI: Our first top ten rating in who knows how long... 


UCHIDA: If | remember correctly, the next chapter ended up being ranked ninth, too. 
You even got some female votes included for that chapter. Maybe girls like seeing 
boys be forced to dress up in women’s clothes like that? It could’ve been that a lot of 
girls who thought like that put in their votes for the chapter. 


About the end of the manga... 


HASEMI: Originally, we organized the end of the manga to 
give Lala, Haruna, and Rito each a chapter to get their feelings 
in order, and then have one final chapter. At least, it would’ve 
been that way, had we decided on Rito choosing just one of the 
girls, but we ended up going over the ending for the series in 
meetings over and over again. While we were all wracking our 
brains about what to do, Yabuki-san suggested that rather than 
have Rito end up with someone in particular, to have it 

end without him choosing anyone. When he first said that, 

| was a little bit skeptical of the idea. Both myself and Ucchi 
had been saying for a long time at that point, that it’d be better 
to have some final conclusion at the end. 





UCHIDA: | was a bit wary of the idea at the start, too. 


HASEMI: But what Yabuki-san explained his idea of an ending-less ending | started to 
think it just might work. That was when | started to think that maybe we didn’t need to 
be so particular about the ending after all. If we did wrap everything up at the end, then 
it really would be over forever, and | mentioned to Yabuki-san that | didn’t really want to 
have to end things right then and there. Once we decided that, we talked about ending 
in the same we had for all the other pervy chapters we had made up to that point. 


YABUKI: The one thing was—partly to have the threads of the story keep their logical 
progression—we wanted to have Rito ultimately come to the conclusion that he loves 
Haruna. 


HASEMI: In the final chapter, we purposefully made sure not to touch on why 
Rito ultimately chooses Haruna. If we did, the story really would be over. So, we 
had Rito act like normal. That’s why | had always wanted to have it end with Lala 


misunderstanding the situation, much like in the first chapter of the series, rather than 
have a definite and final resolution with Rito declaring that he doesn’t 
love Lala. 


YABUKI: The idea of having the ending connect back to a similar 
situation to the first chapter made for a good conclusion to the series. 


UCHIDA: The final panel with the big “Love You!” was really incredible. 


HASEMI: Though, Mikado-sensei wasn’t in the original script | wrote for 
that chapter. [Everyone laughs] 


YABUKI: We wanted to please the fans of each character the best we 
could, but even without knowing when we’d find out our next chapter 
would be the last, we were going to end the story the same way we did. 
It just so happened that at the time, the characters were at the pool. 





HASEMI: Using a pool setting meant we could show everyone, too. Also, at first, we 
had planned for Lala’s mother to show up as well. 


YABUKI: But if we had Lala’s mother show up, she’d end up being the focus of the 
final chapter, and there’d be no opportunity to draw the rest of the main cast. Instead 
of ending things like that, we really wanted to show off the characters as much as we 
could with the left over time we had, so we ended up deciding not to have her show 
up. 


HASEMII: Still, creating the final chapter really is a difficult task to undertake. No matter 
who Rito ends up with, each character still has their devoted fans, after all. That’s why 
it was hard to have him choose someone in the end. Yabuki-san and | have spoken 
over the phone about this, but while there’s the realistic explanation that, you know, it’s 
not like he’s deciding who he does and doesn’t like for the rest of his life, we couldn’t 
just trample over everyone’s fantasies like that. Thinking about it, in the very last panel 
of the last chapter, | feel like there was a version that had a close-up angle picture of 
Mikan instead... 


UCHIDA: There was, wasn’t it? [UCHIDA laughs] 


HASEMI: An immature ending, in more ways than one... 


On making the individual volumes... 


UCHIDA: Did you think about the revisions you were going to make 
for the standalone volumes of the manga from the beginning? 


YABUKI: It was sort of a given to me that revisions would going to be 
necessary for the tankobon releases. 


HASEMI: We had always sort of aimed for there to be a lot of 
revisions made to the tankobon. 


YABUKI: We thought it was more fun if the individual volumes of the 
manga were different from the chapters that were printed in Jump 
every week. 





UCHIDA: The sales numbers were incredible the first day volume one was up for sale, 
weren’t they? 


YABUKI: Ah, yes, that’s what we were told. 


HASEMI: It took us a whole six months just to get the first volume out of the door. That 
was probably part of it. 


That gap was part of the reason for why there were so many revisions 
to be made for volume 1. I’d look at my old art style and want to fix 
everything that stuck out to me. 


UCHIDA: Is your art style from three months ago already old in your 
mind? 


YABUKI: It really is. For this series, | never stopped studying on how 
to better compose the art on the page. 


UCHIDA: Now that you mention it, the design for Yui and some of the 
others really changed over time. These manga miracles are all thanks 
to you, Yabuki-san. 





HASEMI: If | remember correctly, the first volume sold out even on 
amazon, and ended up on the top of their best seller list, too... 


YABUKI: That’s right. Every volume would top the charts when they went on sale, until 
we got into the latter half of the series. 


HASEMI: One time it scored the top rank on TBS’s Rank Kingdom. That made me a 
little happy, too. 


YABUKI: We did get the top rank, didn’t we? 


When there weren't any other Jump comics to compete with, anyway. [Everyone 
laughs] 


UCHIDA: We really courted Rank Kindgom. We showed them the tankobon and said, 
“Just look at how many revisions have been made for the first volume’s release!” 


YABUKI: They really showed a lot of the nipple shots and stuff on the show, didn’t 
they? 


UCHIDA: No one from the program came to check with us about that, you know. | 
would’ve at least wanted them to run that by us first! [UCHIDA laughs] The anime 
adaptation happened quickly, too. They announced the anime about a year after you 
had been serialized, isn’t that right? 


HASEMI: | heard that there were already talks about an anime during the New Year’s 
Party the year following our serialization. 


It happened very fast. | think it started airing somewhere after our first year had 
finished, or before our second year? We had released either six or seven volumes of 
the manga at that point. Wasn’t that around when you became our editor, Ucchi? 


UCHIDA: It was around October or November that year. We were working on the 
Drama CD at the time, so before the anime aired. 


HASEMI: Wasn’t it hard to jump right into working on an anime adaption? 


UCHIDA: It was my first time being assigned to be in charge of a series since joining 
the company, so it was difficult, but the toughest part for me was all the revisions. 
[UCHIDA laughs] | actually think my second week as your editor was when | worked on 
the chapter where all the girls end up in the Yuki family’s bathtub... (Appears in Vol. 9) 


YABUKI: That one really was shocking. The bathtub chapter was probably our first 
time to really challenge the limits of what you could print in a shonen title. 


HASEMI: We wanted to try to have a chapter where everyone was fully nude for the 
whole chapter. Unfortunately, that dream never came true. [HASEMI laughs] 


UCHIDA: Of course it didn’t! [UCHIDA scowls] 


YABUKI: All the energy | put into that chapter ended up going to waste. Drawing the 
nudity in TLR saps more of my strength than any other kind of art in the series. That’s 
why when why | finish working on a chapter with a lot of erotic scenes in them, the 
exhaustion really stays with me for a while. 


UCHIDA: So instead of having everyone be nude all the time, it’s better to have some 
underwear shots, a few up-skirts, and then some occasional nudity, instead, right? 
[Everyone laughs] 


The end of serialization... 


HASEMI: The three years really went by in a flash. Yabuki-san 
said that for Black Cat, the four years passed by before he knew 
it, and now | feel like I’ve gotten a taste of what that feels like. 


And for TLR, there was more besides just the manga, too. 
You had the anima adaption, the art books—all sorts of extra 
projects. 


HASEMI: There were a lot of figures, too. Yabuki-san and | 
talked about this, but our goal was to have three years or more 
of serialization on top of an anime adaptation and a game 
adaptation. 





YABUKI: That’s right. We designed Lala and all the other girls with their eventual 
figure versions in mind, so we were able to have our dreams come true. 


HASEMI: I’m sure part of it is because | come from an anime background, but | tried 
to make it a series that'd be easy to adapt to anime. Even if | hadn’t it probably would 
have turned out that way in the end. That’s why from the very beginning | was always 
confident that we’d be able to adapt the series into an anime. 


YABUKI: | really do think that we did a good job to totally focus and specialize our 
manga on being pervy all the time, for the entirety of our serialization. 


It’s been a long serialization. 
UCHIDA: Indeed it has. This is the eighteenth volume, after all. 
YABUKI: Not only that, the content of the manga never once drifted from its original 


premise, right? It never turned into a serious action manga, and we were able to make 
the story fun, right up to the end. And in the final stages, even though | was having a 


hard time privately, and felt like breaking down and crying, | was still able to punctuate 
the manga’s final moments with the same stupid perversion that it had always had. 


UCHIDA: That really was incredible. It made me realize how much of a professional 
you are. The whole editing department was really impressed, and admired you for that, 
Yabuki-san. 


YABUKI: | wonder what would have happened back then if | was working on this 
series by myself. It’s entirely because Hasemi-san and | worked as a pair, and were 
able to support each other when necessary, that we were able to avoid any hiatuses, 
and make sure the magic that made To Love Ru what it was stayed with the manga 
through to the end. 


UCHIDA: | really think that was a huge advantage for the both of you. By the way, do 
either of you still have any desires to work on a rom-com manga? 


YABUKI: No matter what genre the manga may be, I'd want to have the fundamental 
elements of girls and romantic comedy in the series. And now, I’m totally fine with the 
kinds of perverted scenes | used to be too embarrassed to draw. [YABUKI laughs] 


HASEMI: Whether | like it or not, the only projects | get offered now are girl-focused 
perverted stuff... 


UCHIDA: [Laughs] Now that you mention it, when | think of you Hasemi-san... 


HASEMI: That’s really the only type of work I’m getting offered now. [HASEMI laughs] 
It’s strange, I’d really like to work on a plot-focused, serious manga, though... 


UCHIDA: [UCHIDA Laughs] | guess you'll just have to use a different pen name, then. 
HASEMI: Well, | don’t know. | don’t really mind people having that impression of me. 
UCHIDA: Also, make sure you come to us at Jump with your next manga! 


HASEMI: That’s a good point. | wonder how much we can say about 
our next manga project right now... [HASEMI laughs] 


’ YABUKI: If they'd let us to it, it’d be To Love Ru 2! [YABUKI laughs] The 
“= other probably candidate for me is the one-shot | did for the New Years’ 
issue. I’ve really gotten attached to the main heroine, Yuka Amane. 
[YABUKI laughs] There’s another girl in the story that | wasn’t able to fit 
in the page limit | was given. 


UCHIDA: That’s true, and the reader surveys were pretty high on your 
one-shot. If you have the time, I’d love for you to start working on it as 
soon as you Can. 





YABUKI: The rom-com elements are my main focus, and I’m trying to 
rework and polish the characters and story setting. | need to get 
Hasemi-san’s opinions on it, too. [YYABUKI laughs] But for right now, I’m throwing all 
my energy into Mayoi Neko, and | have a little one to take care as well, so there’s no 
telling what the future may hold, but... I'll give it everything I’ve got! 


To the readers... 
UCHIDA: Finally, could you say a few words to all the readers out there? 


YABUKI: There’s been quite a bit of a gap between the final chapter getting released 
in Jump and the publishing on this final volume. So I’m positive that all of you holding 
this volume in your hands are true 7LR fans. | believe that it’s through your devotion 
that this series was able to continue for so long, and I’d like to genuinely thank you all 
for that. 


HASEMI: | write a comment to the readers at the end of each volume, so this is a bit 
difficult. Though one thing | can say is that, at the very least, I’d like to thank you for 
your long support of this series. 


YABUKI: In some ways, from the author side of things, it doesn’t really feel like it’s 
over. [YABUKI laughs] There might be more anime on the horizon, and the world of 
the manga hasn't ended yet, either. Personally, I’d like to do a spinoff with Momo and 
Nana as the main characters. For one, it’s a lot easier to work with pre-established 
characters. 


UCHIDA: That’s a good idea. How about you we serialize it in the leftover pages of the 
TLR and Mayoi Neko tankobon volumes? 


YABUKI: That'd be disrespectful to both TLR fans and Mayoi Neko fans. [YABUKI 
laughs] 


HASEMI: I'd like to thank our fans so much for all the support they’ve given the series! 
And say that I’ll keep working hard, so I'll be counting on you going forward, too! Let’s 
see. l’ll definitely be able to use the important elements I’ve learned from TLR in my 
next works, so... | said this in my writer’s foreword for this volume, but nothing would 
make me happier than hearing that you’ve kept the characters and world of this series 
dear to your heart long after finishing this volume. 


HASEMI: I’m not sure what to say, but maybe the best way to end things is by saying 
that | hope for many more opportunities to see the breasts of Yabuki-san’s characters. 


UCHIDA: Come on now, can you just say something to all the fans reading this? 


HASEMI: All right then, I'll be serious. | suppose | want to say that this isn’t the 
absolute end for To Love Ru. If there truly comes an opportunity for it, I’d like bring it 
before your eyes again in the future. Yabuki-san and | are going to keep hard at work, 
so we ask for your continued support! 


Feburary 2010, at Yabuki’s place of residence. 





Momo is the younger 
sister of Lala, the alien 
princess who has long 
since been engaged 
to the human Rito. | 
Although Rito’s heart 
continues to waver 
between Lala and his 
first crush, Haruna, 
Momo finds herself 
unable to deny the 
feelings she has for the 


hapless human male. 












Instead of giving up, Momo 


attempts to surround Rito 


A hal eMpjlarity 
with a harem of beautiful a \\\\ > “Continues In 


women, all working 


towards aa him to | y no \ a . | SH sequel Series, 
marry Lala, become Hy “oat \\ \ 
crowned as King, and as a . € ( ‘ a | J To Love Ru 


result, be allowed to marry his 





entire harem—Momo included! 
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Uwe Ely Question 


Rito has long been torn between 
the affections of Lala, the beautiful 
princess from outer space, and 
his feelings for Haruna, his long- 
standing high school crush. 
When things take a turn for 

the worse, it’s time for Rito 

to really think about the big 
unanswered question: Who 

does he love more? In the 

final volume of Jo Love Ru, 

it’s time for Rito’s long-awaited 
confession of love! 
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